V strede Milan Rastislav Stefanik, vlavo Albert Mamatey, vpravo Ludovit Fisher a dalsi Eeski

a slovenski predstavitelia vo Washingtone (1917), Slovensky ndrodny archiv

Potas prvej svetovej vojny predstavitelia krajanskych spolkov v USA
uvazovali aj o buddcom usporiadani vzdjomnych vztahov medzi
Cechmi a Slovakmi v novom spolognom §tate. Aby sa vzdjomna spo-
Llupraca v ramci zahrani¢ného odboja upevnila, rozhodli sa potvrdit
svoje zamery do budicnosti aj pisomnou dohodou. Prva taka dohoda
bola uzavreta v diioch 22. a 23. oktébra 1915 v Clevelande medzi za-
stupcami Slovenskej ligy a Ceského narodného zdruzenia ako vrcho-
lovych organizacii Slovakov a Cechov v Spojenyich Statoch. Dohoda
si kladla za ciel ziskanie samostatnosti &eskych krajin a Slovenska
v spoloénom S$tate, s federativnym usporiadanim, s Gplnou nérod-
nou autonémiou Slovenska, teda s vlastnym snemom a vlastnou
politickou, finanénou a kultdrnou administrativou a so slovenéinou
ako statnym jazykom.

V poslednyich desatrociach 19. a v prvych desatro¢iach 20. storocia
sa vystahovalo do Spojenych Statov za pracou stétisice ludi, vratane
vy3e pol miliéna Slovakov. V Amerike si Slovaci nasli zamestnanie
a finanéne sa pozdvihli, pomahali svojim pribuznym v starej vlasti.
Slobodne sa organizovali do réznych spolkov, vydavali ¢asopisy v slo-
vencine a podporovali nérodné hnutie vo vlasti. Po vypuknuti prvej
svetovej vojny si spolky Slovékov a Cechov v Amerike, ale aj v inych
krajinach, napr. v Rusku, uvedomili, Ze celosvetova vojnové konflag-
racia poskytuje v pripade porazky Nemeckej riSe a Rakdska-Uhorska
prileZitost ziskat narodnd nezavislost. Sacasne si uvedomovali, Ze
narodnd nezavislost si mdZu najlepSie zabezpecit v spoloénom ces-
ko-slovenskom 3tate. Podporovali ziskanie nezavislosti starej vlasti
tym, Ze zbierali finanéné prostriedky na podporu Zesko-slovenského
zahraniéného odboja. Po vstupe Spojenych $tatov do vojny sa tisice
krajanov prihlasili do americkej armady a dalsi vstdpili po naborovej
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kampani, v tom ase majora M. R. Stefanika, do Ceskoslovenskych légii,
aby po boku armad Dohody bojovali za oslobodenie &eskych krajin a Slo-
venska.

Zastupcovia Slovenskej ligy v Amerike, Ceského narodného zdruzenia a Zv-
zu €eskych katolikov podpisali s T. G. Masarykom, ako uznivanym vodcom
zahrani¢ného odboja, dohodu diia 31. méja 1918 v Pittsburghu. V doho-
de sa potvrdzuje, Ze ,Slovensko bude mat svoju vlastnd administrativu,
svoj snem a svoje stdy. Slovenéina bude dradnym jazykom v 3kole, v trade
a o verejnom Zivote vobec." V zivereénej vete sa hovori, 7e podrobné usta-
novenia o zriadeni €esko-slovenského Statu sa ponechavaji oslobodenym

Cechom a Slovakom a ich pravoplatnym predstavitelom. Z charakteru do-

kumentu je v3ak zrejmé, Ze body zmluvy pred zavere€nou vetou mali byt
v novom State reSpektované.

Politicky vyvoj vsak fakticky poprel zakladné €lanky Pittsburskej (a pravda-
%e aj Clevelandskej) dohody. Ceskoslovenska republika vznikla ako demok-
raticky, ale unitarny 3tat fiktivneho ,¢eskoslovenského niroda” s rovnako
fiktivnym , €eskoslovenskym jazykom”. Sam T. G. Masaryk, u? ako prezident
republiky, roku 1920, kratko pred prijatim dstavnej listiny Statu v docas-
nom Nérodnom zhromaZdeni oznaéil Pittsburskd zmluvu za dokument, kto-
ry mé uz len historickd hodnotu.

PhDr. Milan Zemko, CSc.
Historicky dstav Slovenskej akadémie vied

* Signatdri Dohody: Albert Mamatey, Ivan Bielek, Jan Janéek ml., Matui$ Gazdik, Milan Getting, Jén Pan-
kiich, Michal Bosdk, Gejza H. Mika, rev. Jozef Murgas, Igndc Gessay, Jozef Husek, rev. Jan Kubasek, Andrej
Schustek, Jozef Karlovsky,

rev. Pavel J. §i§ka, J. A. Ferienéik, lvan Daxner, T. G. Masaryk, Karel Pergler, Hynek Dostdl, Ludvik Fisher,
rev. OldFich Zlémal, Bohumil §imek, Vojta Benes, J. J. Zmrhal, rev. Innocent Kestl, Jan Straka, Josef
Martinek, Dr. Joseph P. Pecival

Cesko-slovenski dobrovolnici v boji za slobodu v USA, Matica slovenskd

During the First World War, representatives of expatriate organisations in
the U.S. contemplated future arrangement of the relations between Czechs
and Slovaks in their new joint state. In order to reinforce co-operation with
the insurgent movement, they decided to declare their intentions for the
future in a written agreement. The first such agreement was concluded on
22 and 23 October 1915 in Cleveland between representatives of the Slovak
League and the Czech National Association, the leading organisations of
Slovaks and Czechs in the United States. The agreement set the objective
of reaching independence for the Czech Lands and Slovakia in a joint state
with a federal arrangement and full national autonomy of Slovakia, i.e.
with its own assembly, political, financial and cultural administration and
Slovak as an official language.

In the last decades of the 19th and the first decades of the 20th century,
hundreds of thousands of people, including more than half a million
Slovaks, emigrated to work in the United States. In America, Slovaks were
able to find jobs, improve their financial situation and help their families
back home. They were able to organise freely in various organisations,
publish magazines in Slovak and support the national movement in their
homeland. After the outbreak of the First World War, the organisations of
Slovaks and Czechs in America as well as in other countries, such as Russia,
realised that the conflagration of a world war provided an opportunity for
achieving national independence if the German Reich and Austria-Hungary
were defeated. At the same time, they realised that the best way to assure
national independence was a joint Czech and Slovak state. They supported
the achievement of independence for their old homeland by raising funds
to assist the Czecho-Slovak resistance. After the United States joined
the war, thousands of expatriates signed up to the American army and,
following the recruitment campaign of then Major M. R. Stefdnik, many
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others signed up to Czechoslovak Legions to fight for the liberation of the
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On 31 May 1918, representatives of the Slovak League of America, the B ) b == : V SLOVENSKOM NARODNOM MUZEU
Czech National Association and the Union of Czech Catholics signed an e 22 & ~ : =\ it
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sistance. The agreement confirms that “Slovakia shall have its own admin-

istration, its own assembly and its own courts. Slovak shall be the official _ o L IN THE SLovak NaTioNAL Museum
language in schools, in public offices and in public life in general.” Accord- ' 3 Do ;

ing to the last sentence, detailed regulations concerning the establishment
of the Czecho-Slovak state were left to the liberated Czechs and Slovaks
and their legitimate representatives. Nevertheless, it is apparent from the
nature of the document that the points preceding the last sentence of the
agreement should have been respected in the new state. As the political
developments showed, however, the basic articles of the Pittsburgh (and,
obviously, also the Cleveland) Agreement were ignored in reality. The
Czechoslovak Republic was established as a democratic but unitary state
of a fictional “Czechoslovak nation” with an equally fictional “Czechoslo-
vak language.” In 1920, T. G. Masaryk himself, already the President of
the Republic, shortly before the state’s constitution was adopted by the
temporary National Assembly, described the Pittsburgh Agreement as a

. . Pittsburskd dohoda, kaligrafia zo 14. 11. 1918 (Slovenskd liga v Amerike), grafické dotvorenie z roku 1938
document of only historical value. (L. Kostelnizdk), Matica slovenskd

PhDr. Milan Zemko, CSc.
Institute of Historical Studies of the Slovak Academy of Sciences
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